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Sasington  Rural  District 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31,  1915. 


Wingate, 

March,  1916. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Thirty-third  Annual 
Report  of  Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  Work  for  the 
year  ended  31st  December,  1915. 

During  the  year,  1,168  deaths  occurred  of 
persons  belonging  to  the  district,  of  which  1,106 
took  place  within  the  district  and  sixty-two  without, 
and  2,235  births  were  registered. 

The  death  rate  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district  was  16‘54  per  thousand,  against  18'93,  the 
average  for  the  previous  thirty-five  years.  For  the 
three  previous  decennial  and  remaining  five-year 
periods  the  rates  were  20'20,  1979,  18-08  and  16-21. 

The  birth  rate  was  31-60  per  thousand  of  pop- 
ulation, against  38-41,  the  average  for  the  previous 
thirty-five  years.  For  the  three  previous  decennial 
and  remaining  five-year  periods  the  average  rates 
were  respectively  40-93,  39-07,  37-10  and  34-95. 
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The  following  table  illustrates  more  clearly  the 
progressive  change  in  the  birth  and  death  rates, 
and  the  corresponding  result  on  the  natural  increase 
of  the  population; — 


Year 

Birth 

Kate 

Quin- 

(■luemiial 

Average 

Death 

Kate 

Quin- 

quennial 

Average 

Natural 
Increase 
per  1,000 
living 

1881 

• • • 

43-01  \ 

19-95  \ 

1882 

• • • 

39-14 

19-72  ( 

1883 

• • • 

41-78  } 

41-32 

20-82  5 

20-09 

...  21-23 

1884 

• • • 

42-94  \ 

17-80 

1885 

... 

39-74 

22-18 

1886 

39-25  X 

21-74  \ 

1887 

• * • 

42-07  1 

20-84  1 

1888 

• • • 

42-87 

40-92 

18-41  1 

19-89 

...  21-03 

1889 

• • • 

41-26  ' 

19-84  ' 

1890 

... 

39-17'' 

18-66  ^ 

1891 

45-81  \ 

21-66^ 

1892 

• • • 

38-60  , 

23-12 

1893 

• 

40-70  1 

40-78 

22-45  , 

21-07 

...  19-71 

1894 

• • • 

38-26  ' 

18-63 

1895 

... 

40-53 

19-53  ^ 

1896 

38-57  ^ 

18-63  > 

1897 

• • • 

38-61 

18-23 

1898 

• • • 

35-57 

36-63 

18-51 

18-49 

...  18-14 

1899 

• • • 

34-91 

18-72 

1900 

... 

35-52  ^ 

18-38 

1901 

40-39 

20-75 

1902 

• • • 

37-91 

18-60 

1903 

• • • 

37-17 

■ 37-49 

18-40 

> 18-96 

...  18-53 

1904 

• • • 

37-18 

18-18 

1905 

... 

34-81 

18-87 

1906 

36-76 

18-88 

1907 

• • • 

34-56 

17-52 

1908 

• • • 

38-23 

• 36-13 

16-66 

- 16-85 

...  19-28 

1909 

• • • 

34-85 

16-10 

1910 

... 

36-27 

15-12 

1911 

36-93 

17-64 

1912 

35-40 

14-22 

1913 

35-49 

• 34-95 

16-42 

^ 16-21 

...  18-74 

1914 

... 

35-36 

16-27 

1915 

• • • 

31-60 

16-54 

1 
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The  death  rate  is  52-34  per  cent,  of  the  birth 
rate,  against  45-45,  the  average  for  the  previous 
thirty-five  years. 

The  number  of  deaths  under  five  years  of  age 
was  573,  being  49-05  per  cent,  of  total  deaths, 
against  50-86,  the  average  for  the  previous  thirty- 
five  years. 

The  infant  mortality,  that  is  the  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births,  was  155, 
against  166-9,  the  average  for  the  previous  thirty- 
three  years. 

Thirty-nine  deaths  were  of  persons  over  eighty 
years  of  age:  eighteen  males  with  an  average  of 
82-5  years,  and  twenty-one  females  with  an  average 
of  86  years;  five  females  over  ninety  had  an  average 
of  93  years. 

310  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  quarter,  315  in 
the  second,  282  in  the  third  and  261  in  the  fourth. 

Seventy-four  deaths  occurring  in  the  district 
were  certified  by  coroner’s  inquest,  and  five  un- 
certified were  by  coroner’s  order.  None  were  by 
unqualified  practitioners. 

Forty  deaths  occurred  at  the  Union  Work- 
house,  twenty-seven  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
district:  three  infants  and  young  children,  eight 
from  tubercular  and  respiratory  disease,  four  from 
accident,  two  from  cancer  and  the  rest  from  ailments 
incident  to  old  age.  Five  were  over  eighty  years 
of  age;  two  of  them  were  ninety. 

Four  deaths  occurred  at  the  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital:  three  from  scarlet  fever  and  one  from 
diphtheria. 

Sixty-two  transferred  deaths  of  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  district  occurred  at:  Sunderland  Royal 
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Infirmary,  sixteen;  Seclgefield  County  Asylum, 
eleven;  Hartlepool  Hospital,  seven;  Sunderland 
Children’s  Hospital  and  Durham  County  Hospital, 
four  each;  Holywell  Sanatorium  and  Birtley  Sana- 
torium, two  each;  one  each  at  Newcastle  Royal 
Infirmary,  Sunderland  Workhouse,  Sherburn  Hos- 
pital, Haslar  Naval  Hospital,  Hospital  St.  John 
of  God,  Scruton,  and  Children’s  Sanatorium, 
Stannington. 

The  deaths  from  the  principal  zymotic  diseases 


were  1’82  per  thousand  of  population,  against  1’87, 
the  average  for  the  previous  thirty-four  years. 
They  were: — 


Under  5 

Over  5 

Total 

Measles 

years 

83  ... 

years 

8 

...  91 

Scarlet  fever 

2 ... 

6 

8 

Whooping  cough  ... 

8 ... 

5 

13 

Diphtheria  (including 

membranous  croup)  ... 

10  ... 

4 

...  14 

Enteric  fever 

- 

3 

3 

103 

26 

129 

Typhus  Fever. — No  case  of  this  disease  has 
appeared  in  the  district  since  1895.  Notice  of 
persons  entering  the  district  from  typhus  infected 
districts  were  received. 

Small-pox. — Since  1905  only  one  case  has 
appeared  in  the  district,  in  1908.  During  the  year 
no  notice  has  been  received  of  a contact  entering 
the  district. 

Measles. — The  periodic  appearance  of  this 
disease  in  epidemic  form  has  been  noted.  The 
previous  year  its  absence  from  the  district  was  a 
record.  This  year,  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
ICngland,  its  incidence  was  severe.  The  death  rate 
was  1-28  per  thousand  of  population,  the  highest 
since  1903,  when  it  was  1-81  per  thousand.  As  an 
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epidemic  it  appeared  in  the  lirst  quarter  at  Trimdon, 
wlien  it  spread  to  Shotton,  Ilurden  and  tlie  district 
.qenerally.  Its  greatest  fatality,  61  per  cent.,  was  in 
tile  second  quarter.  In  the  third  quarter,  owing  to 
warmer  weather,  though  very  prevalent,  its  fatality 
rapidly  declined,  and  the  district  is  now  almost 
free.  91  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  of  children 
under  live  years.  Closing  of  the  infant  department 
of  schools  was  carried  out  at  Trimdon,  Horden, 
South  Hetton  and  Haswell. 

In  May,  in  response  to  the  County  Council, 
your  Council  declined  to  apply  for  the  notiheation 
of  measles  until  after  the  war.  Subsequently,  your 
Council  were  represented  by  your  Medical  Officer 
at  two  conferences  of  Durham  Sanitary  Councils, 
when  a similar  decision  was  arrived  at.  Since  then 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  made  its  notifi- 
cation, to  a limited  extent,  compulsory  from  the  1st 
of  January.  The  machinery  for  that  purpose  has 
been  put  in  motion,  and  the  work  of  notification  is 
now  in  operation. 

Scarlet  Fever. — As  usual,  this  disease  ap- 
peared in  every  month  of  the  year,  only  three 
weekly  returns  being  free.  It  also,  as  formerly, 
appeared  to  a varying  extent  in  every  district, 
though  to  less  than  half  that  of  the  previous  year, 
except  at  Haswell,  where  the  year  before  the  inci- 
dence was  much  less  than  that  of  any  other  locality, 
it  is  this  year  compensatorily  more  than  double. 
No  matter  what  precautionary  measures  are  adopted, 
though  it  no  doubt  may  be  lessened,  it  never 
becomes  extinct.  No  special  origin  from  outside 
could  be  traced,  beyond  the  usual  house-to-house 
visiting  of  neighbours,  and  no  case  occurred  in 
connection  with  any  food  supply.  Although  the 
incidence  was  much  lower  than  the  previous  year, 
the  mortality  was  somewhat  higher.  It  followed 
the  same  rule  of  being  less  prevalent  in  the  warmer 
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weather.  It  was  probably  lower  than  indicated,  as 
measles,  with  which  it  often  i^ets  mixed  up,  was  so 
prevalent.  The  following  table  shews  its  incidence 
and  severity  during  the  past  fifteen  years: — 


Year 

No.  per  1,000 
of  population 

Case  Morlalitx 
per  cent. 

1901 

14-72 

3-55 

1902 

9-50 

3-50 

1903 

3-27 

3-43 

1904 

6-00 

1-83 

1905 

4-41 

Nil 

1906 

5-89 

3-10 

1907 

5-67 

2-60 

1908 

5-12 

1-07 

1909 

4-23 

1-24 

1910 

3-52 

1-93 

1911 

3-78 

1-72 

1912 

8-13 

3-50 

1913 

4-74 

4-79 

1914 

7-34 

3-71 

1915 

2-74 

4-12 

Whooping  Cough. — This  is  much  less  than 
the  year  before,  and  was  not  epidemic  anywhere, 
unless  to  a small  extent  at  South  Hetton  in  the 
second  quarter.  As  usual,  all  the  deaths  were 
under  live  years,  and  half  were  infants. 

Diphtheria. — Two  years  ago  the  incidence  of 
this  disease  was  the  highest  on  record,  this  year  it 
is  the  lowest  since  1901.  It  did  not  appear  as  an 
epidemic,  but  it  visited  every  locality  to  a varying 
extent  from  OTl  to  1-96  per  thousand  of  population, 
and  the  case  mortality  varied  from  nil  in  three 
localities  to  62-5.  They  were  most  frequent  in 
inclement  weather  when  bad  throats  prevail: 
twenty-two  in  the  first  quarter,  nine  in  the  second, 
twelve  in  the  third  and  thirteen  in  the  fourth.  As 
to  age  incidence:  51  per  cent,  of  the  cases  were  at 
school  age,  five  to  fifteen  years,  with  a mortality  of 
14  per  cent.;  30  per  cent,  were  under  five  years, 
with  a mortality  of  58  per  cent.;  18  per  cent,  were 
over  fifteen  years,  without  a fatality;  theie  weie 
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none  under  ii  year.  These  h.^ures  shew  a general 
approximation  to  the  year  before.  The  mortality 
was  the  second  highest  on  record,  although  44  per 
cent,  were  extremely  mild,  44  per  cent,  of  these 
being  determined  only  by  bacterial  test.  Of  sus- 
pected cases,  38  per  cent,  were  found  to  be  positive. 
Among  fourteen  deaths,  three  were  by  paralysis 
after  apparent  recovery.  Two  were  discovered  by 
School  Medical  OlBcers,  after  swab  test,  without 
being  apparently  ill.  The  following  table  shews 
the  number  of  cases,  attack  rate  per  thousand  of 


population  and  the  case  mortality  per  cent.,  with 


the  similar 

figures  for  the  past  sixteen 

years: — 

Year 

No.  of  Cases 

Kate 

Mortality 

1900 

13 

032 

• • • 

23-07 

1901 

14 

0-34 

14-28 

1902 

77 

1-75 

20-77 

1903 

92 

2-08 

19-56 

1904 

62 

1-36 

17-74 

1905 

98 

2-07 

18-36 

1906 

85 

1-72 

14-12 

1907 

111 

2-12 

18-01 

1908 

70 

1-28 

11-42 

1909 

107 

1-88 

18-69 

1910 

64 

1-09 

31-25 

1911 

116 

1-89 

18-96 

1912 

79 

1-25 

18-98 

1913 

173 

2-62 

8-67 

1914 

87 

1-25 

16-08 

1915 

56 

0-79 

• • • 

25-00 

The  fifty-six  cases  occurred  in  fifty-four  house- 
holds, the  multiple  cases  in  only  two  houses  being 
apparently  by  infection  from  the  first.  In  two  cases 
only  was  there  evidence  of  direct  infection  from 
previous  cases  in  the  list,  and  two  were  by  contact 
with  infection  outside  the  district.  There  was  a 
certain  amount  of  grouping  in  the  cases,  both  as  to 
time  and  locality,  but  direct  evidence  of  contact 
and  connection,  particularly  at  school,  was  not 
obtainable,  though  inquired  for.  In  the  first  three 
localities,  with  almost  equal  numbers,  the  cases 
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were  extremely  slight,  while  in  the  second  they 
were  very  fatal,  so  that  on  the  whole  they  could 
mostly  be  regarded  as  sporadic.  As  to  origin,  two 
were  probably  due  to  manure  heaps,  and  one  from 
eating  dirty  ice  cream.  Milk  as  a source  of  origin 
was  easily  excluded;  in  only  four  cases  had  it  been 
eaten  raw,  and  in  24  per  cent,  the  tinned  article  was 
used  sparingly.  One  case  was  in  a house  where 
bread  was  made  for  sale  and  one  in  the  house  of 
a dressmaker,  and  two  were  elementary  school 
teachers;  in  each  case  satisfactory  precautions  were 
adopted,  including  removal  to  hospital.  Damp  or 
other  insanitary  conditions  were  found  in  11  per 
cent.,  and  5 per  cent,  only  were  markedly  dirty  as 
to  premises  and  occupants.  As  to  housing  condi- 
tions, 15  per  cent,  were  in  better-class  houses,  with 
an  average  of  0'82  person  per  room,  and  85  per 
cent,  were  in  workmen’s  dwellings,  with  an  average 
of  178  persons  per  room. 

The  cases  in  the  different  localities  were: — 
Easington,  eight  (attack  rate  1’03,  mortality  nil): 
mostly  mild,  all  in  new  and  good  houses.  Haswcll, 
eight  (attack  rate  1’34,  mortality  62'5):  one  by 
direct  infection,  three  in  old  houses  with  minor 
defects,  the  rest  in  fair  or  good  houses.  Shotton, 
nine  (attack  rate  0'61,  mortality  nil):  one  by  infec- 
tion from  outside,  five  in  houses  all  old  and  mostly 
dirty,  and  three  in  good  houses  free  from  defects. 
Castle  Eden  group,  seven  (attack  rate  1'96,  mortality 
42’8);  all  in  good  houses  with  satisfactory  surround- 
ings, and  quite  unconnected.  Murton,  one  (attack 
rate  OTl):  a case,  dying  the  same  day  as  notified,  in 
a house  with  satisfactory  surroundings.  Thornley 
and  Kelloc,  two  (attack  rate  0’45,  mortality  nil): 
both  mild,  in  poor  houses  with  the  defects  of  age. 
Wingate,  fourteen  (attack  rate  1’23,  mortality  21 4): 
one  from  a manure  heap,  three  associated  with 
defects  as  to  blocked  drains,  five  in  fair  old  houses, 
four  in  quite  good  houses,  and  one,  dying  the  same 
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clay,  without  any  history.  Hutton  Henry  i.trouj'), 
four  (attack  rate  0"S5,  mortality  25‘0);  one  by  infec- 
tion from  outside,  one  mild  case  in  a house  with 
defects  as  to  convenience,  two  in  good  houses  with 
no  history.  Seaham,  three  (attack  rate  0‘42,  mor- 
tality 33‘3);  all  in  clean  houses,  with  but  one  with 
defective  structure,  and  no  history  in  any. 

Enteric  Fever. — The  number  of  cases  of  this 
disease  continues  to  decrease  and  is  very  much  the 
lowest  on  record.  This  is  the  more  satisfactory  as 
diarrhoea  was  markedly  prevalent,  when,  if  insanitary 
conditions  prevail,  enteric  fever  naturally  follows. 
Every  case  was  the  subject  of  investigation,  includ- 
ing, by  the  courtesy  of  the  medical  attendant,  a 
personal  consultation,  assisted  in  most  doubtful 
cases  by  a widal  test.  In  addition  to  those  notified, 
other  suspicious  cases  were  also  inquired  into. 
Still,  when  removal  to  hospital  is  early,  before  this 
is  carried  out,  the  error  may  not  be  discovered  until 
after  admission.  One  was  a pneumonia  which  ran 
its  course,  one  a tubercular  case  who  died  and  was 
certified  accordingly,  one  an  epileptic  with  no  trace 
of  fever,  and  two,  not  the  subjects  of  a widal  test 
and  well  in  a week,  were  only  a febrile  catarrh. 
These  ought  properly  to  be  deducted  from  the 
table,  and  the  figures  would  then  read  9,  13  and 
llTl.  It  will  be  noticed  that  on  Table  III.,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  comparative  table  at  the  end  of 
the  Report,  there  are  three  deaths  certified  from 
enteric  fever.  Two  of  these  were  not  notified 
during  life,  and  were  certified  without  post  uiorton 
examination.  Both  were  surgical  cases,  dying 
within  a few  days  before  undergoing  operation, 
and  should  rightly  be  deducted. 

The  fourteen  cases  occurred  in  twelve  house- 
holds, two  having  two  cases  each.  The  occurrence 
of  the  nine  genuine  cases  was  seasonal:  one  in  the 
second  quarter,  three  in  the  third  and  five  in  the 
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fourtli.  In  no  instance  was  any  evidence  obtainable 
as  to  the  origin  of  any  case  by  direct  infection  or 
otherwise.  Water,  milk  or  other  food  was  not  in 
any  case  suspected.  In  two  cases  insanitary  con- 
ditions were  found,  in  the  rest  there  was  nothing 
to  find  fault  with,  three  of  the  houses  only  were 
very  dirty.  A larger  proportion  were  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital  than  in  any  previous  year.  On 
table  VI.  will  be  found  details  of  occupation  and 
age  attack  rates.  The  following  table  shews  the 
number  of  cases  notilied,  the  attack  rate  per  thous- 
and of  population  and  the  case  mortality  per  cent, 
in  the  district  since  the  adoption  of  the  Notification 
Act: — 


Year 

1893 

No.  of  Cases  Kate 

332  ...  8-07 

Mortality 

12-65 

1894 

101 

2-38 

23-76 

1895 

87 

201 

19-54 

1896 

54 

1-26 

14-81 

1897 

34 

0-89 

20-58 

1898 

74 

1-89 

29-72 

1899 

33 

0-83 

18-18 

1900 

69 

1-74 

4-34 

1901 

115 

2-80 

12-17 

1902 

47 

1-07 

12-76 

1903 

35 

0-79 

17-13 

1904 

38 

0-83 

26-31 

1905 

45 

0-94 

35-55 

1906 

50 

1-01 

24-00 

1907 

23 

0-44 

17-38 

1908 

90 

1-64 

18-88 

1909 

89 

1-56 

16-85 

1910 

33 

0-56 

21-21 

1911 

76 

1-24 

13-15 

1912 

20 

0-31 

20-00 

1913 

29 

0-43 

27-58 

1914 

28 

0-40 

25-00 

1915 

... 

14 

0-20 

7-14 

The 

occurrence 

and  distribution  of  notilied 

cases  in 

the 

district 

were: — Easing 

ton. 

two  (rate 

0'25,  mortality  nil),  in  October,  in  the  same  house. 


nearly  new  and  free  from  defect;  the  only  history 
was  a varied  indulgence  in  ice  cream  at  different 
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places  outside  the  district.  Haswell,  none.  Shotton, 
four  (rate  0’27,  mortality  ;///):  one  typical  case  in  a 
house  sanitary  as  to  structure  but  very  dirty,  and 
with  no  history;  three  in  the  first  quarter,  in  error, 
found  to  be  not  enteric  fever.  Castle  Eden  group, 
one  (rate  0‘30,  mortality  100),  in  satisfactory  sur- 
roundings, with  no  history  of  infection  that  could 
be  traced.  Murton,  none.  Thornley  and  Kelloe, 
three  (rate  0'68,  mortality  'nil):  one,  in  July,  mild, 
satisfactorily  housed;  and  two  in  the  same  house  in 
November,  the  first  possibly  from  ice  cream  and 
the  second  by  infection  from  it  later.  Wingate,  one 
(rate  0'08,  mortality  nil),  in  a fairly  good  house, 
with  no  history  except  previous  complication  with 
other  ailments.  Hutton  Henry,  one  (rate  O' 13, 
mortality  nil),  in  a fairly  good  but  dirty  house,  with 
no  history  as  to  origin.  Seaham,  two  (rate  0'28, 
mortality  nil):  one  mild,  both  in  fair  houses  and 
with  no  special  history. 

Continued  Fever. — There  were  two  of  these 
in  young  persons,  both  of  short  duration,  one  in  a 
dirty  house,  neither  displayed  any  symptom  of 
enteric  fever  and  were  simply  febrile  attacks. 

Diarrhcea. — This  was  a diarrhoea  year.  The 
deaths  were  7'71  per  cent,  of  total  deaths,  against 
5'85,  the  average  for  the  previous  thirty-two  years. 
90  per  cent,  were  of  children  under  five  years,  and 
of  these  72  per  cent,  were  under  a year.  It  was 
not  a typical  summer  diarrhoea;  only  42  per  cent, 
was  in  the  third  quarter,  and  37  per  cent,  of  it  in 
the  fourth  quarter  was  largelv  due  to  the  action  of 
chill. 


Puerperal  Fever. — The  average  of  cases  to 
births  during  the  previous  twenty-two  years  was 
0'25  per  cent.,  last  year  it  was  nil,  this  year  it  is 
O' 13.  The  deaths  from  other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition  is  increased,  which, 
under  existing  circumstances,  is  not  surprising. 
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One  death  of  a child  under  two  years  was 
ceitified  from  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  which,  on 
inquiiy,  tinned  out  to  he  tubercular  meningitis. 

Tuberculosis.  1 he  deaths  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  0-60  per  thousand  of  population, 
and  from  other  forms  of  tubercular  disease  0-69. 

Under  the  “Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Kegulations,  1912,’’  order,  336  notifications  were 
received  in  respect  of  143  pulmonary  and  107  other 
forms  of  this  disease.  This  marked  increase  over 
the  previous  year,  when  the  numbers  were  115 
and  lifty-hve,  was  not  general  throughout  the 
district,  but,  curiously,  was  limited  to  one  locality 
for  no  assignable  reason.  All  the  cases  are  visited 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  who  have  made  between 
two  and  three  thousand  visits  during  the  year. 
Visits  ai  e often  made  by  your  Medical  Olhcer 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors,  who  disinfect  rooms  after 
death  or  removal  in  all  pulmonary  cases  whenever 
practicable.  Pocket  spittoons,  disinfectants  and 
cards  of  instruction  continue  to  be  supplied. 

Thirty-two  cases  have  received  institutional 
treatment:  eleven  at  Blackfell  Sanatorium,  ten  at 
Sunderland  Rural  District  Sanatorium,  five  at  Stan- 
hope, three  each  at  Hebburn  and  Wolsingham  and 
two  in  the  Workhouse  Hospital.  Other  tubercular 
cases  have  been  treated  in  local  hospitals. 

A County  Tuberculosis  Dispensarv  is  continued 
within  the  district  at  Horden. 

The  general  improved  sanitary  condition  of 
the  district  is  being  reliected  in  the  continued 
lowering  of  the  death  rate  from  phthisis. 

The  District  Council  and  Board  of  Guardians 
each  continue  their  annual  subscription  of  .^"25  to 
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tlie  Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Con- 
sumption in  the  County  ol  Duiiiam. 

Housing  Accommodation. — The  condition  of 
this  is  very  similar  to  the  year  before.  To  improve 
this,  at  Shotton,  your  Council  had  decided  to  erect 
100  houses  at  that  village  under  Part  III.  of  the 
“ Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and 
to  begin  at  once  with  fifty.  Plans  and  specifications 
for  this  work  and  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of 
the  land  were  completed,  when,  at  the  request  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  the  scheme  was 
abandoned  for  the  present. 

Building  operations  have  been  carried  out, 
but  to  a much  less  extent  than  in  former  years. 
During  the  year  plans  have  been  passed  by  your 
Council  for  new  houses  to  the  number  of  355,  and 
certificates  of  habitation  have  been  issued  for  234. 
On  Table  VII.  these  are  shewn  classified  as  to 
variety  and  locality.  To  remedy  the  old  type  of 
house  with  a low  attic,  your  Council  issued  closing 
orders  against  eighteen  such  houses  in  borstei 
Street,  South  Hetton.  Against  this  the  owners 
appealed,  and  the  result  was  an  inquiry  by  a Local 
Government  Board  Inspector  on  10th  August.  As 
the  appeal  was  dismissed,  the  hands  of  youi 
Council  are  strengthened  for  similar  improvements 
in  the  future.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour, 
many  improvements  promised  by  owners  of  pro- 
perty have  had  to  be  postponed. 

From  the  outbreak  of  war  to  31st  December 
last,  6,623  workmen  from  the  collieries  alone, 
besides  others,  have  left  their  employment  for  the 
purpose  of  enlistment.  Closing  houses,  unless  in 
the  worst  cases,  is  at  the  present  time  ineffectual 
for  improving  housing  accommodation. 

At  Haswell  Colliery  village,  where  200  old 
houses  were  taken  in  hand  by  the  County  Council, 
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nothing  has  yet  been  done;  eighty-six  are  still 
oceupied.  The  demand  for  housing,  at  the  mo- 
ment, is  less  pressing. 


ShWKRAGh  AXi)  Or.vinage. — The  Sewerage 
seheme  fiom  Deaf  Hill,  W^ingate,  Station  Towm, 
Hutton  Henry,  Castle  Eden,  Castle  Eden  Colliery’ 
High  Hesleden,  Low  Hesleden  and  Blackhalls  to 
the  sea  has  been  in  progress  during  the  year,  but, 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour,  only  very  slow 
progress  has  been  made.  The  main  outfall  across 
the  foreshore  has  been  completed,  and  the  sewer 
laid,  with  the  exception  of  a few  short  lengths,  up 
to  the  Castle  Eden  Disposal  Works.  The  concrete 
bridge  over  the  dene  west  of  Hesleden  station  has 
been  completed,  and  the  section  of  the  work  from 
the  sea  to  Castle  Eden,  which  will  take  in  Black- 
halls,  High  Hesleden,  Low  Hesleden,  Castle  Eden 
Colliery  and  Castle  Eden,  will  shortly  be  ready  for 
use. 


1 he  scheme  from  Haswell  to  the  sea  had 
progressed  so  far  that  the  contract  was  let  and  a 
resident  engineer  appointed.  Since  then  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  ordered  that  it  be  held 
over  till  after  the  war. 


Bacterial  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Murton. — 
A piece  of  land  adjoining  these  works  has  been 
acquired  on  lease,  two  large  sludge  lagoons  con- 
structed and  connected  with  a length  ofV  pipes  to 
the  grit  chambers  at  the  works;  a small  bridge  had 
to  be  erected  over  the  stream  as  a means  of  access 
to  the  lagoons.  Haswell. — These  works  have  been 
kept  in  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year. 
Shotton. — A considerable  amount  of  trenching  work 
has  been  carried  out  here  and  the  storm  water  bed 
completely^  overhauled.  New  Seaham  Pumping 
Station. — This  plant  has  been  maintained  in  a 
thorough  working  condition.  Thornley  and  Wheat- 
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ley  Hill. — The  pumps  have  been  overhauled  and 
repaired,  and  the  works  kept  up  to  their  state  of 
chiciency.  Trimdon  and  Castle  Eden. — Each  of 
these  works  have  been  kept  working  at  the  smallest 
possible  cost  as  it  is  intended  to  abandon  them  on 
the  completion  of  Wingate  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Besides  opening  and  clearing  old  sewers  at 
Thornley,  Wheatley  Hill,  Station  Town,  Shotton, 
Murton  and  Horden,  new  sewers  have  been  laid  by 
your  Surveyor  to  a total  of  1,690  yards:  604  yards 
12"  and  1,086  yards  9"  at  the  following  places: — 

Easington  Colliery. — 56  yards  9"  pipes  to 
divert  an  existing  sewer  to  catch  the  waterworks 
washout. 

Murton. — 206  yards  9"  pipes  to  newly  made 
streets. 

Wingate. — 575  9"  pipes  and  467  12"  pipes  as 
sewers  in  place  of  open  channels  in  the  streets. 

Trimdon  Foundry. — 87  yards  9"  pipes  to  col- 
lect surface  water  and  convey  to  existing  sewers. 

Blackhalls  Colliery. — 37  yards  9"  pipes  and 
137  yards  12"  pipes  as  sewer  extensions  for  devel- 
opment of  colliery  streets. 

New  Seaham. — 125  yards  9"  pipes  for  extension 
of  existing  sewers  to  miners’  homes. 

At  Station  Town  two,  and  at  Wheatley  Hill 
one,  large  cast-iron  gullies  have  been  fixed,  and  at 
New  Seaham  an  automatic  sewer  Hushing  tank. 

Urinals. — One  urinal  in  brickwork  has  been 
erected  at  Horden,  and  arrangements  are  in  progress 
for  the  erection  of  several  at  Easington  Colliery 
Village. 
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“Pkivate  Street  Works  Act.”— Under  this, 
the  following  streets  have  been  made  up  and  com- 
pleted at; — Miirton;  Claude  Terrace,  Lady  Adeline 
Avenue,  back  and  front  and  back  streets,  Henry 
Street  and  North  James  Street,  Claude  Terrace  and 
North  James  Street,  South  James  Street,  North 
Coronation  Street  East,  South  Coronation  Street 
East,  North  Western  Terrace,  George  Street. 

Streets  in  progress:— South  Hetton:  Logan 
Terrace.  High  Wheatley  Hill:  Back  Gulloch  and 
cross  streets,  Wolmerhausen  Street  and  Pvman 
Street. 

Plans  have  been  prepared  for  Back  Seaside 
Lane  and  two  cross  streets  at  Easington  Colliery. 

Water  Supply. — Six  samples  of  water  from 
shallow  wells  to  supply  farms  have  been  analvsed: 
two  were  found  to  be  good  at  the  source  but  con- 
taminated by  surface  pollution — for  these  sufficient 
means  of  protection  were  recommended ; four 
samples  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption, 
and  for  these  other  supplies  have  not  yet  been 
discovered — the  mains  are  half  a mile  distant  and 
at  a lower  level. 

The  Surveyor’s  regular  staff  of  twelve  has  been 
reduced  to  nine,  and  in  consequence  of  work  being 
suspended  the  average  number  of  men  employed  is 
now  eighteen. 

Insanitary  Property. — Much  attention  has 
been  given,  as  heretofore,  and  every  effort  made  to 
obtain  improvement  to  the  older  houses.  Besides 
verbal  and  informal  notices,  138  statutory  notices 
have  been  served  by  your  Council:  102  under  the 
“ Public  Health  Act  ” and  thirty-six  under  the 
“ Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  Special 
sub-committees  have  also  met  owners  of  lots  of 
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property  to  secure  the  utmost  improvement  by 
persuasion,  without  resorting  to  stronger  measures 
to  which  at  present  there  is  a disinclination.  The 
improvement  obtained  is  not  always  satisfactory, 
but  a compromise  of  a temporary  nature.  Besides 
what  is  promised  and  in  progress,  the  following  is 
the  total  for  the  year,  including  houses  closed  in 
previous  years  for  which  determining  orders  were 
issued.  The  following  table  shews  the  places  and 
numbers  (under  the  heading  “closed  ” it  is  under- 
stood that  many  of  these  orders  are  in  the  meantime 
held  over): — 


Easington 

Closed 

Rehiiilt 

Improved 

13 

Has  well 

2 

...  - 

13 

South  Hetton... 

18 

15 

10 

Shotton 

- 

10 

2 

Dalton-lc-Dale 

- 

- 

1 

Hawthorn 

1 

- 

...  - 

M niton 

...  - 

- 

...  35 

Thornley 

4 

- 

...  - 

Kelloe 

- 

- 

...  20 

Wingate 

4 

* * * • 

4 

Wheatley  Hill 

- 

...  - 

...  47 

Tri  melon 

14 

...  - 

52 

Hutton  Henry 

- 

- 

...  30 

Hesleclen 

...  - 

- 

...  39 

Seaham 

...  - 

- 

...  20 

Seaton... 

...  - 

...  — 

2 

»43 

25 

288 

Easington. — Four  at  Mount  Pleasant,  with 
general  disrepair  and  insufficient  privy  accommo- 
dation: repairs  carried  out  and  separate  ash-closet 
provided  for  each  house.  One  house  each  in  Front 
Street  and  Seaside  Lane,  with  insanitary  midden 
privy,  had  that  replaced  by  w.c.  and  ashbin.  Four 
houses  in  the  village  and  three  at  outlying  farms 
were  improved  by  general  repairs,  including  win- 
dows, addition  of  w.c.,  drainage  provided  with  a 
cesspool,  and  in  one  case  a new  room  built  on. 
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H.iswcll,  1 wo  b^ick-to-back  houses  in  Front 
Street  had  through  ventilation  provided  by  an 
additional  door  in  the  gable,  separate  ash-closet 
provided  and  general  repairs.  One  in  High  Has- 
well,  with  damp  walls,  had  them  cemented  and 
general  repairs  carried  out.  Ten  in  Haswell  Ter- 
race, defective  as  to  yards  and  midden  privies,  had 
yards  cemented  and  ash-closet  provided. 

South  Hetton. — Seven  houses  in  Front  Street, 
two  in  Gale  Stieet  and  si.x  in  James  Street  have 
been  rebuilt,  converted  into  good  four-roomed 
houses,  and  four  have  had  a w'.c.  each  to  take  the 
place  of  defective  closets.  Tw’O  in  Prospect  Place, 
one  in  Hall  Street,  wath  low  attics,  have  had  the  walls 
laised.  One  in  Richmond  Street  has  had  the  attics 
as  rooms  closed.  Six  in  Dyke  Row  have  had  yards 
paved  w’ith  cement  and  separate  drainage  by  sink. 

Shotton.  Ten  old  houses  in  Thorpe  Street 
w’holly  rebuilt,  wath  modern  conveniences,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Inspector,  and  two  in  Sandgate 
repaired,  refloored  and  ventilation  improved  by  an 
additional  wandow',  and  midden  privv  replaced  by 
ash-closets. 

Dalton-le-Dale. — One  house  wath  damp  walls 
waas  improved  by  cementing  and  ventilating  the 
w’alls  and  replacing  a privf  by  a pail  closet. 

Miirton. — Nine  back-to-back  houses  in  Prin- 
cess Street  have  had  through  ventilation  provided, 
back  yards  paved,  wath  separate  sink  and  separate 
ash-closet  for  each.  Tw'enty  in  Shepherdson  Street 
have  had  yards  paved,  with  separate  sink  in  each. 
Six  in  George  Street  have  had  ash-closets  provided 
in  place  of  midden  privies. 

Thornley. — Four  back-to-back  houses  in  Vine 
Street  have  been  closed  and  four  in  Collingw’ood 
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Street,  closed  a previous  year,  were  only  emptied 
this  year.  Four  in  Brick  Row  in  a state  of  general 
disrepair  are  undergoing  improvement, 

Kelloe. — Twenty  houses,  closed  the  year  before, 
have  been  temporarily  repaired  to  last  for  the  pres- 
ent, but  not  sutliciently. 

Wingate. — Four  houses  have  been  closed  and 
four  in  general  disrepair  have  had  some  repairs 
carried  out,  but  not  enough. 

Wheatley  Hill. — Forty-seven  houses  in  Gulloch 
Street  and  Pyman  Street  have  had  midden  privies 
replaced  by  ash-closet,  separate  coal  house  built, 
and  yards  cement  paved. 

Trimdon. — Fifty-two  houses  in  Church  Street 
and  Cuthbertson  Street  have  had  brick  floors  re- 
placed by  cement,  sixteen  have  had  staircases 
constructed  in  place  of  step-ladders,  and  twenty-six 
yards  have  been  walled  and  laid  with  cement  and 
asphalt,  fourteen  houses  have  had  closing  orders 
but  are  still  occupied,  and  notices  as  to  improvement 
of  yards  and  privies  for  thirty-nine  houses  in  Station 
Road  have  been  suspended  for  six  months. 

Hutton  Henry. — Seventeen  houses  in  Garden 
Street  and  Vane  Street  have  had  yards  paved  with 
cement.  Six  houses  in  Rodridge  Street,  damp  and 
in  disrepair,  have  had  required  improvement  made, 
and  the  same  as  to  defective  roofing  for  one  house 
each  in  Milbank  Terrace  and  Church  Street.  Five 
houses  at  South  Wingate,  for  which  closing  orders 
had  been  issued,  have  undergone  partial  repair,  but 
not  sulficient. 

Hesleden. — Thirty-seven  houses  have  had  ash- 
closets  constructed  in  place  of  midden  privies,  coal 
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houses  erected  and  yards  cement  paved.  Two  have 
had  w.c.  added  in  place  of  privy. 

Seaham. — Iwenty  houses  in  Bankliead  Street 
liave  been  improved  as  to  lightin^^  and  ventilation 
of  the  upper  rooms  by  h.xiipi^  a lar^e  dormer  window 
in  each,  and  the  step-ladder  has  been  replaced  by 
a staircase.  In  eight  of  them  the  kitchen  has  been 
ceiled  and  the  brick  floors  relaid  with  cement. 

Seaton. — One  house  has  had  pail  closet  and 
ashbin  in  place  of  midden  privy,  and  one  has  had 
ash-closet  in  place  of  privy,  and  general  repairs, 
including  treatment  of  walls  and  lowering  of  surface 
for  dampness. 

The  foregoing  improvements  include  the  re- 
placing of  old  midden  privies  by  other  forms  of 
convenience,  and  house  yards  paved  with  cement 
or  asphalt. 


Abh-closcts  I 

*ail  Closets 

w.c.’s 

Yards  F.ivcci 

Easington 

3 ... 

— 

3 

6 

Haswell  ... 

12  ... 

— 

11 

South  Hetton 

12  ... 

— 

4 

22 

Shotton  ... 

...  10  ... 

_ 

_ 

10 

Dalton-lc-Dale 

...  — 

1 



Murtoii  ... 

14  ... 

— 

!!!  2cS 

Wheatley  Hill 

...  47  ... 

— 

— 

...  47 

Trim  cl  on  ... 

...  5 

— 

...  28 

Hutton  Henry 

...  — 

— 
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Heslecleu 

...  37  ..." 

— 

...  37 

Seaton 

2 

1 

- 

1 

142 

2 

11 

207 

“ Housing,  Town  Pl.vnning  cSic.  Act,  1909.”— 
Under  the  “ Inspection  of  Districts  Regulation 
Order,  1910,”  this  work  has  not  been  prosecuted 
so  vigorously  as  in  previous  years.  Improvements, 
the  result  of  this,  are  placed  under  Insanitarv 
Property. 
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I, — The  nuinber  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
under  and  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  of  the 
Act  of  1909,  with  the  results,  are  tabulated  as 
follow: — 


Haswcll 
South  Hetton 
Shotton 
Murton 
Triiudon 
Hutton  Homy 
New  Sealiam 


Inspected 

42 

40 

63 

98 

49 

30 

73 

395 


Unlit  Heported  Closed  Kepaired 
_ - - 10 

6 - 6 - 

12  - 8 4 


18  - 14  14 


Many  of  the  houses  inspected  were  more 
modern  lots,  to  complete  localities.  The  defects 
found  were  of  a minor  nature,  mostly  in  connection 
with  conveniences,  and  were  remedied  by  verbal 
notice.  None  were  reported  to  yonr  Council,  but, 
without  this,  fourteen  were  closed  voluntarily  for 
the  purpose  of  rebuilding  or  reconstructing. 

Your  Clerk  (Major  Longden),  having  assisted 
as  enrolling  officer  of  the  County  Battalion,  18th  (S.) 
Battn.  D.L.I.,  joined  that  Battalion  in  November, 
1914.  When  the  first  battalion  moved  south  in  May 
last.  Major  Longden  was  left  as  Capt.-in-Command 
of  the  reserve  companies  at  Cocken  Hall.  In  July 
the  reserve  companies,  with  others,  were  formed 
into  the  21st  (Reserve)  Battn.  D.L.I.,  under  Licut.- 
Col.  Cheverton,  and  on  the  3rd  November  last 
Major  Longden  was  gazetted  Major  and  Second-in- 
Command  of  this  battalion,  which  is  now  stationed 
at  Richmond,  Yorks.  Major  Longden  is  thus 
available  for  advice  in  case  of  need  by  the  Council, 
and  is  still  in  touch  with  his  post. 


T.  H.  Williamson,  second  assistant  clerk,  joined 
the  18th  (S.)  Battn.  D.L.I.  in  January,  1915,  and 
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after  being  promoted  to  the  ranks  of  Lance-Corporal 
and  Corporal  he  is  now  Sergeant  in  the  battalion 
stationed  at  Richmond. 

W.  T Thompson,  third  assistant  clerk,  joined 
tlie  same  battalion  in  February,  1915,  and  after 
being  promoted  through  the  various  ranks  is  now 
Sergeant,  and  is  at  present  Orderly  Room  Sergeant 
of  the  20th  Infantry  Brigade  (Reserve)  in  which  his 
battalion  is  brigaded. 

J-  fourth  assistant  clerk,  joined  the 

11th  Yorkshire  Battn.  (Green  Howards)  in  Decem- 
ber, 1914,  and  has  been  in  France  with  the  7th 
Yorkshire  Battn.  since  August,  1915. 

J^.  \\ . Wass,  iifth  assistant  clerk,  also  joined 
the  'Vorkshire  Battn.,  and  went  out  with  that  in 
September,  1915,  to  France. 

Your  acting  clerk  (Mr.  Noble),  with  a new  and 
untrained  stall,  and  his  duties  greatly  increased  by 
tlie  National  Registration,  begun  in  August  and 
continuous.  Lord  Derby  Scheme,  Tribunal  and 
other  military  work,  has  kept  the  ordinary  work  of 
the  office  going  on  with  much  difficulty. 

Nuisances. — Informal  notices  have  been  served 
by  your  Inspectors  for  573  minor  nuisances  and 
defects,  which  were  generally  abated,  for  the  follow- 
ing conditions; — Dwelling  Houses,  foul  conditions, 
14,  structural  defects,  52,  overcrowding,  26;  Lodg- 
ing Houses,  2;  Cowsheds,  20;  Bakehouses,  2; 
Slaughter  Houses,  17;  Ashpits  and  Privies,  114; 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure,  47;  Water-closets, 
2;  Defective  Yard  Paving,  82;  House  Drainage,  81; 
\yater  Supply,  2;  Pigsties,  4;  Animals  Improperlv 
Kept,  1;  Other  Nuisances,  33;  Ice  Cream  Shops,  2; 
Fish  Shops,  2;  Defective  Ash-closet  Hatches,  26; 
Scavenging  Contractors,  44. 
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Excrkmkxt  and  Rkkusd  Removal.— Of  the 
395  houses  mentioned  in  the  “ Inspection  of  Districts 
Re^uhition  ”,  12  per  cent,  had  still  the  midden 
privy,  although  it  is  disappearing,  being  replaced  by 
the  ash-closet  or,  when  practicable,  water  carriage. 

The  scavenging,  let  by  contract,  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  carried  out,  particularly  in  the  Wingate, 
llesleden,  Shotton  and  Seaham  districts,  and  a 
substantial  sum  was  deducted  from  one  contractor 
for  neglect. 

To  overcome  the  difficulty  of  disposal  tips,  the 
question  of  destructors  was  considered  by  a special 
committee,  who  visited  destructors  at  work  in  other 
districts.  So  far,  it  was  discovered  the  cost  by  this 
method  would  be  doubled,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  subject  is  postponed. 

The  amount  expended  in  scavenging  during 
the  year  was  .^6,733. 

Lodging  Houses. — There  is  only  one  perma- 
nent lodging  house,  at  Easington,  with  forty-seven 
beds,  and  a temporary  one  for  workmen.  Only 
verbal  notices  for  cleanliness  have  been  required. 

Slaughter  Houses.— The  number  on  the 
register,  thirty-nine,  is  the  same  as  before.  They 
are  regularly  inspected  and  have  required  only  a 
few  informal  notices  for  limewashing,  cleanliness 
and  removal  of  offal. 

Under  the  “Live  Stock  Order,  1915,”  as  to 
Calves,  notices  were  issued  to  butchers  by  your 
Inspectors,  who  were  instructed  to  keep  the  matter 
under  observation.  There  are  two  marts  in  the 
district,  and  at  these  the  order  is  carried  out  with 
scrupulous  care. 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  .vnd  Milkshops. — Iwo 
have  been  added  during  the  year;  there  are  now 
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sixty-eight  on  the  register.  They  are  regularly 
inspected  and,  though  most  are  in  a fair  sanitary 
condition,  twenty  intormal  notices  were  served  for 
detects  as  to  drainage,  cleanliness,  liinewashing  and 
ventilation. 


Hospitals,  Lnfectious  Diseases  and  Preven- 
riON.  there  have  been  fewer  cases  of  infectious 
disease  calling  for  inquiry  than  for  many  years 
previously.  The  same  measures  detailed  in  pre- 
vious Reports  have  been  carefully  carried  out,  and 
a greater  effort  has  been  made  in  the  work  of 
disinlection. 


.^4,479  was  disbursed  in  outdoor  relief. 


Hacterial  examinations  made  were: — 

Positive  Xcyative 

32  ...  13  ...  19 

27  ...  13  ...  15 

6 ...  1 ...  5 

65  26  39 

P ndei  the  **  Swine  Kev'er  Order  ”,  fortv-two 
animals  were  slaughtered  and  the  bodies  buried. 

1 he  new  Isolation  Hospital,  begun  the  year 
before,  was  completed  and  opened  on  23rd  June. 
4 he  administrative  block,  facing  north,  is  a three- 
storied building,  with  all  the  offices  and  living 
rooms  on  the  ground  floor;  on  the  upper  floors  are 
the  bedrooms  and  other  accommodation  including 
bathrooms  etc.  for  the  whole  of  the  staff.  There 
are  three  pavilions,  grouped  near  the  administrative 
block,  facing  south,  south  cast  and  south  west. 
PT'ich  pavilion  comprises  two  wards,  with  a further 
single-bedded  ward  to  each  which  mav  be  used  for 
observation  wards.  The  wards  are  connected  by  a 
corridor,  from  where  the  patients  may  be  seen 


Dijilithena 

Plitliisis 

Enteric  fever  ... 
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through  glass.  From  each  ward  runs  a lobby  to 
bathroom,  lavatory  and  sinks,  and  there  is  a kitchen 
to  each  block.  There  is  a verandah  to  each,  which 
is  reached  by  a French  window,  the  three  blocks 
are  used  respectively  for  enteric  fever,  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria.  There  are  fourteen  beds  in  each, 
and,  in  addition,  there  are  sixteen  cots  and  extra 
beds  in  the  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  wards,  thus 
affording  accommodation  for  fifty-eight  patients. 
There  is  ample  floor  space,  and  in  an  emergency 
the  number  of  beds  could  be  doubled.  There  is 
electric  lighting  and  telephonic  communication 
throughout,  and  there  is  a set  of  hose  pipes  to 
connect  with  the  water  main  for  fire  extinguishing. 
Near  the  lodge,  occupied  by  porter  and  portress, 
are  the  mortuary,  disinfecting  apparatus  and  laun- 
dry, the  last  very  complete  and  electrically  driven. 
The  staff  consists  of  a matron,  four  nurses  and  four 
probationers,  with  seven  house  servants,  sufficient 
as  to  nursing  when  two  pavilions  are  going  and, 
with  careful  arrangement,  for  three  when  not  full. 
The  whole  establishment  is  most  up  to  date,  and 
with  the  necessary  addition  to  the  nursing  could, 
if  required,  be  utilised  for  military  work. 

The  Joint  Small-pox  Hospital  for  this  and 
Sedgefield  Rural  District  has  been  maintained  in 
order.  In  connection  with  this,  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  the  exemptions  from  vaccination, 
which  in  the  years  1911,  1912,  1913  and  1914  were 
respectively  19,  30,  36  and  39  per  cent,  of  registered 
births,  have  this  year  risen  to  45  per  cent.;  not  so 
bad  as  in  some  districts  but  significantly  prophetic. 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare. — Follow- 
ing on  the  notification  of  births,  2,056  first  visits 
and  1,655  revisits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
Miss  Hogarth,  Miss  de  Cuny  and  Miss  Speak. 
These  pioneers  of  infant  health  plod  on  indefatig- 
ably,  and  believe  that  they  succeed  to  some  extent 
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in  their  efforts  to  arouse  interest  and  dispel  ignor- 
ance in  nursing-mothers.  I have  no  doubt  this  is 
tiue,  but  many  foices  are  at  work  to  prevent  this 
becoming  quickly  apparent,  certainly  at  present. 
They  should  be  encouraged  to  persevere.  Five 
cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  were  embraced  in 
their  visits. 

Military  Work. — Six  locations  have  been 
occupied  as  billets  by  the  military  and  three  hos- 
pitals for  wounded  soldiers.  The  sanitary  work 
required  by  these  has  been  undertaken  and  any 
desired  assistance  given  by  your  officers. 

An  inspection  was  made  and  report  supplied 
on  the  suitability  of  ground  for  the  extension  of 
the  Hutton  Henry  Joint  Cemetery. 

The  regulations,  circulars  and  memoranda  of 
the  Local  Government  Board  on  shell-fish,  enteric 
fever,  maternity  and  child  welfare,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  sanatoria  and  sanitary  conveniences  for 
females  in  workshops  etc.  have  been  received  and 
had  attention. 

The  estimated  population  includes  the  men 
who  have  left  to  join  the^  forces,  and  the  vital 
statistics  take  no  account  of  deaths  among  these. 

The  death  rate  is  fractionally  higher  than  the 
year  before.  This  is  wholly  attributable  to  measles, 
and  excepting  this  epidemic,  so  universal  in  the 
country,  the  rate  for  all  diseases  would  have  shewn 
a substantial  decrease. 

The  most  untoward  figure  is  the  birth  rate, 
which  has  taken  a leap  clownwards  below  any 
record.  The  rates  for  the  different  townships  are 
shewn  on  Table  The  most  marked  decrease  is 
at  Shotton.  Hutton  Henry  heads  the  list.  The 
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illegitimate  births  were  1'24  per  thousand  of  popu- 
lation and  3-99  per  cent,  of  total  births,  against 
1-20  and  3’41  in  the  year  before;  not  the  increase 
popularly  anticipated.  The  infant  mortality  among 
these  was  227,  against  152  among  the  legitimate, 
both  hgures  better  than  the  year  before. 

The  record  of  the  year’s  work,  though  much 
below  previous  years,  is,  under  the  circumstances, 
gratifying:  234  new  houses  biult  and  occupied; 
288  old  houses  improved  and  25  rebuilt ; twelve 
private  street  works  completed;  a considerable 
increase  to  sewerage  works;  and  a general  onward 
progress  which,  though  slow,  is  steady. 


The  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  is 
markedly  lower;  most  satisfactory  of  all  and  indic- 
ative is  that  of  enteric  fever: — 

Kate  per  thousand 
1914  1915 

All  infectious  diseases...  12’33  ...  4’73 

Enteric  fever  ...  ...  040  ...  0'20 

The  figures  for  comparison  with  the  County 
and  other  Rural  Districts  are  not  available,  but  a 
reference  to  the  previous  year’s  contrast  will  be 
illustrative. 


The  number  of  infant  deaths  is  also  reduced 
from  388  to  346,  but,  owing  to  the  lowered  birth 
rate,  the  mortality  rate  does  not  shew  this,  and  has 
a reduction  of  only  two,  from  157  to  155.  The 
real  test  of  vitality,  the  increase  of  population  by 
births  over  deaths,  still  holds  good  for  the  district. 


Natural  increase  per  1,000  living: — 


1913 

1914 

1915 

England  and  Wales 

...  10-2 

...  10-2  ., 

- 

Durham  County 

...  ].v3 

...  16-2  ., 

..  12-2 

Easington 

...  19-07 

...  19-09 

..  15-06 
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The  following  table  shews  the  chief  vital 
statistics  of  the  district  for  1915  compared  with 
those  of  the  county  per  thousand  of  population: — 


Easington 

.Adminis- 

trative 

Birth  Rate  ... 

31-60  . 

County 

..  27-7 

Death  Rate  ... 

*16-54  . 

15-5 

Zymotic  diseases 

1-84  . 

..  2-27 

Infant  mortality 

155  . 

131 

Small-pox 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  fever ... 

0-11 

0-10 

Diphtheria  and  membranous  croup 

0-21 

. 0-28 

Fever  (enteric  and  continued) 

tO-04  . 

. 005 

Measles 

1-28  . 

1-06 

Whooping  cough  

0-15  . 

0-22 

Diarrhoea 

1-27  .. 

. 0-63 

Phthisis 

0-60  .. 

. 0-93 

Other  tubercular  diseases  ... 

0-69  .. 

. 0-33 

Acute  respiratory  diseases  ... 

3-17  .. 

. 2-96 

* Standardised  death  rate 

...  17-28 

t Corrected  death  rate 

...  0-01 

“ Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 

1901.”— 

Every  factory,  workshop,  workplace  and  bakery  on 
the  register  has  been  inspected  and  kept  under 
observation.  The  number  is  about  the  same  as  the 
year  before,  and  there  is  still  no  homework  in  the 
district.  Besides  one  case  of  diphtheria  in  the 
house  of  a dressmaker,  and  followed  by  no  other, 
there  was  no  case  of  infection  in  connection  with 
any  premises  on  the  register. 

I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ARTHUR, 

L.R.C.P.R.,  L.R.C.S.E.,  D.P.H.K.C.P.K., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  E(isiiigfo)i  Rural  District  Council. 
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EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  191S 


Notifiable  Disease 

Number  of  Cases  Notified 

Total  Cases  Notified  in  each  Locality 

Total 

Cases 

REMOVED 

TO 

Hospital 

10 

At  all 
Ages 

At 

Ages — Years 

_o 

.5 

*Cfl 

c3 

Ui 

1 

rt 

X 

2 

C 

O 

"o 

3 

Castle  Eden,  Hawthorn. 

Burdon,  Cold  Hesleden,  j 

Dalton-le-Dale  j 

_5 

3 

S 

(A 

C« 

w 

5 

O'  Thornley  and  Kelloe 

s 

rS 

I? 

7 

Monk  Hesleden,  Hutton 

00  Henry,  Sheraton, 

Hulam,  Nesbit 

Seaham,  Seaton, 

Slingley 

Under 

1 

1 

and 

under 

5 

years 

5 

and 

under 

15 

years 

15 

and 

under 

25 

years 

25 

and 

under 

45 

years 

45 

and 

under 

65 

years 

65 

and 

up- 

wards 

Small-pox  ... 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  (including  membranous 

croup)  ... 

56 

17 

29 

5 

4 

1 

8 

8 

9 

7 

1 

2 

14 

4 

3 

11 

Erysipelas... 

60 

2 

3 

10 

17 

19 

9 

5 

6 

12 

2 

2 

9 

13 

8 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

194 

5 

56 

123 

7 

3 

15 

86 

12 

2 

21 

21 

13 

18 

6 

20 

Typhus  fever 

Enteric  fever 

14 

3 

6 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

9 

Continued  fever  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

Poliomyelitis 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis... 

143 

1 

6 

43 

34 

52 

6 

1 

22 

14 

52 

3 

12 

8 

19 

7 

6 

34 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

107 

11 

30 

32 

22 

8 

4 

6 

9 

33 

7 

9 

5 

21 

12 

5 

13 

Totals... 

584 

22 

111 

235 

85 

90 

31 

10 

59 

125 

123 

22 

46 

48 

82 

52 

27 

87 

Isolation  Hospital  or  Hospitals,  Sanatoria  etc.:  Isolation  Hospital,  Thorpe,  Easington  (District  Council);  Stanhope  Sanatorium  (Public  Subscription);  Sherburn  House 

Hospital  (Charity  Investments);  Easington  Union  Workhouse  Hospital. 
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TABLE  VI 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Rates  of  Enteric  Fever  attack  per  1,000  of  population 
of  each  sex  at  different  age  periods  and  occupations 
during  the  year  1916.  (Notifications  not  corrected.) 
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Miscellaneous  Sanitary  additions  and  Improvements  to  existing  Buildings 


TABLE  VIII 


EASINGTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Adoptive  Acts.  Schedule  of  Orders  in  Force 


Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec. 44.  By-laws.  Cleansing 
of  Footways  and  Pave- 
ments. 

Sec.  42.  Scavenging  and 
Cleansing. 

Sec.  157.  By-laws  with  res- 
pect to  New  Buildings  etc. 

Sec.  158.  Works  Contrary 
to  By-laws. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec.  42.  Scavenging  and 
Cleansing.  Regulations 
as  to  Streets  and  Houses. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
Sec.  39.  Urinals. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 
Sec.  66.  Fire  Hydrants. 

Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act, 

1907. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Secs.  112  and  113  (including 
Trade  of  a Fish  Fryer). 
Offensive  Trades. 

Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

Sec.  169.  2nd  and  3rd  Par- 
agraphs. 

Sec.  170. 

P.  H.  Act  Amendment  Act, 
1890. 

Secs.  30  and  31,  Slaughter- 
Houses. 

23rd  June,  1876. 

Castle  Eden. 

Haswell. 

Monk  Hesleden. 

Murton,  East.  . 

Seaham. 

Shotton. 

Thornley. 

Wingate. 

4th  January,  1889. 

Cold  Hesleden. 

Hutton  Henry. 

Kelloe. 

30th  April,  1895. 

Burdon. 

Dalton-Ie-Dale. 

Easington. 

Hawthorn. 

Nesbit. 

Seaton,  with  Slingley. 
Sheraton,  with  Hulam. 

3rd  December,  1896. 

Every  Parish  in 
District. 

27th  February,  1905. 

Seaham. 

6th  October,  1905. 
Wingate. 

15th  November,  1907. 
Thornley. 

9th  April,  1908. 

Murton,  East. 

13th  April,  1911. 

Shotton. 

29th  July,  1911. 

Hutton  Henry. 

9th  September,  1905. 

Seaham. 

25th  September,  1912. 

Monk  Hesleden. 

13th  December,  1910. 

Part  II., except  Secs.  19 
and  21. 

Part  III.,  except  Secs. 
39,  40,  41,  42  and 
47. 

Parts  IV.  and  V.  adopt- 
ed by  R.D.C.,  28th 
January,  1909. 

Part  HI.  Secs.  39,  40, 
41  and  42,  adopted 
19th  March,  1914. 

31st  May,  1911. 

Adopted  by  R.D.C.,  13th 
December,  1910. 

13th  January,  1912. 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  1889. 

Adopted  2nd  March,  1893.  Came  into  operation  5th  April,  1893. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  HI. 

Adopted  13th  August,  1908. 

Sec.  160,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  as  incorporates  the  provisions  of  the  Towns 
Improvement  Clauses  Act,  1847,  with  respect  to  Naming  of  Streets  and 
Numbering  of  Houses. 

Adopted  19th  February,  1914. 

